
 

 

On January 31, 2017 a “Cookie Social” was held at the Robey Training Center to celebrate the 48+ years of service by Joan 

Cook to the Howard County Police Department. A number of presentations were made to Joanie including a Proclamation 

by County Executive Kittleman, a shadow box by Chief Gardner, and comments by several others.  

One of these presentations really struck home to those that are either current, retiree, 

or veteran sworn police officers. We all knew that Joanie played a major role in the 

administration and operation of the Department. Joanie at one time was even 

referred to as “Unit 1A.” Each of the past Chiefs of Police have stated that she was the 

“Boss.” As Joanie was called to the podium, Chief Gardner, reached for a gift bag and 

pulled from it a “Chief of Police hat,” with the gold embroidery and the brass “Chief” 

emblem on the front. It was very appropriate and received many laughs and chuckles. 

As Joan took the stage, with microphone in hand, more than two-hundred attendees 

silenced. This certainly was the emotional moment of the day. Taking a deep breath, 

Joanie begin to speak thanking all the planned the event, the Chief, command staff 

and many others. She particularly mentioned and made note of the number of retirees 

and veterans that were present. “How wonderful it is to see all of you.” She 

remembered veteran Griff Jones, who was instrumental in her hiring at HCPD, and 

who, along with other officers, would provide transportation to and from work in the early days.  Joanie held back her 

emotions, and continued to speak. She stated that she had been asked what her legacy would be, and replied that “I need 

to think about that.” As she looked over the crowd, she paused, took a deep breath, and said, “All of You are My Legacy.” 
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On March 9, 2017 a dinner was held to celebrate the contribution and dedication of Mrs. Joan Cook to the Howard 

County Police Department. Approximately 140 persons attended of which about 35 were HCPD retirees and their 

spouses or guests. Joanie stated, “I haven’t seen some of these people for many years. It’s so nice that they are here.” 

Throughout the evening were presentations and gifts from a variety of people and groups. One of the highlights was the 

centerpiece on Joanie’s table which was an extremely well made money cake. This cake, constructed by Lt. Tanya Riffle-

Burke, HCPD’s Chief of Staff, was made of rolled 1, 5, 10, and 20 dollar bills. Only Tanya knows how much money was 

used. The money was donated by a variety of individuals from HCPD and outside agencies as a gift for Joanie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Things are not the same at HCPD. After forty-eight years 

Joanie is gone! I am so blessed to have known and 

worked with her for forty-five of those years. I am 

struggling to accept the idea that she will no longer 

answer the phone when I call, greet me with her big 

smile, or give me a warm hug when I visit. Our friendship 

began when I was a dispatcher, back in the old building 

on Fells Lane. Joanie worked in the Patrol office at the 

time. I was in my first week as a dispatcher. Arriving for 

work early one morning, well before most of the 

headquarters staff had arrived I headed towards the 

radio room. Along the way I encountered Joanie standing 

in the Records Section. My eye’s were also drawn to a 

rather large “bundle” wrapped in yellow emergency 

blankets lying motionless on top of a row of file cabinets. 

I introduced myself as the “new guy” in communications 

and inquired about the “bundle”. Joanie quietly 

informed me that the “big yellow bundle” was actually 

Officer Griff Jones. Griff had worked the night shift and 

was scheduled for morning court that day. He had come 

in early to grab a few hours’ sleep. We shared a laugh, 

exchanged wishes for a good day, and headed to our 

offices. Thus, a forty-five-year friendship began.  

Joanie was always there to wish me well before every 

promotional interview. She would straighten my tie, 

brush off my uniform, or send me off to quickly comb my 

hair before seeing the chief. A hug always came just 

before entering. When I was fortunate enough to receive 

the promotion, it was Joanie’s voice on the phone telling 

me “the chief would like to speak with you”. My visits to 

the chief’s office always included a warm hug from 

Joanie. During my supervisory years she always referred 

to me as “Sergeant Tim”, or “Lieutenant Tim”. When I 

would call she would see my number on  

 

 

her screen and simply answer by saying “Good Morning 

Sergeant Tim”, or “Good Morning Lieutenant Tim”. 

Joanie and I talked often over the years, about many 

things, and I can unequivocally say what was said to 

Joanie stayed with Joanie. 

My promotion to lieutenant brought a transfer to 

Research & Planning. Back then the R&P staff was 

located inside the Chief’s suite. My office was several 

feet from Joanie’s desk. I spent two years in that position, 

becoming very close to Joanie during that period. My 

R&P staff included Kevin Costello, Bill Block, and Tami 

Bulla. Simply put, we were fairly skilled at initiating 

practical jokes. I don’t know how Joanie put up with us, 

but she did. With my office being close to his, Chief 

Robey would often just call out, “Branning” come over 

here and see me, or “Branning, I need you for a second”. 

Joanie would always look at me with her special “Uh Oh” 

look! One day while Chief Robey was out, I went into his 

office, put on his dress blouse, sat at his desk and started 

barking out orders, “Branning, get over here”, “Branning, 

bring me that report”. Joanie was laughing loudly at my 

imitation when all of a sudden the smile left her face, the 

laughing stopped, and she looked at me with a stare that 

clearly spelled trouble. It was the mother of all “Uh Oh” 

looks! Suddenly, Chief Robey appeared in the doorway 

to his office. He coldly stared at me for about ten 

seconds, then simply said, “Are you having fun”, to which 

I replied, “Yes, Sir, I was showing Joanie my best Chief 

Robey impression”. The chief looked at Joanie and said 

“well Cook, how did he do”? Joanie flashed a big smile 

and replied, “It was pretty good Chief”. We all had a good 

laugh and went back to work. Chief Robey was always a 

good sport and had a good sense of humor. He knew no 

disrespect was intended. I could go on and on with 

stories, like many of you could. It’s just not the same with 

her gone. Be well Joanie, I’ll miss you! 



 

Since my regular column was dedicated entirely to Joanie 

Cook this month, here are a few additional “Retirees’ 

Beat Bits & Pieces”. 

A long-time member of the Howard County States 

Attorneys Office retired last month. Judy Arrington 

retired after thirty-eight years of service to the office. 

Judy was honored at an open house at the States 

Attorney’s Office in early March where many of her 

present and past colleagues joined in the celebration of 

her career. 

Many of us had the pleasure of interacting with Judy over 

the years. I remember when Judy was starting out in 

SAO, it was 1979 or thereabout. The States Attorneys 

Office was in the little grey house on Court Avenue across 

from the courthouse. Judy worked in the office with 

Linda (Sorg) Ostovitz. Dwight Thompson was right down 

the hall. Judy was always ready to help with whatever we 

needed. Just think about all the people, all the cases, all 

the change she has seen pass through that office over 

thirty-eight years. Judy was honored at an open house in 

early March where many of her present and past 

colleagues joined in the celebration of her career. We 

wish her well in her retirement years. 

Lieutenant Mike Price will be retiring at the end of March 

after thirty-two years with the department. Mike has 

worked in various assignments over the years including 

Patrol, Education & Training, Special Operations, and 

Operational Preparedness. 

Frank “Paco” Smith retired from the Howard County 

Sheriff’s Office in February. Sheriff Bill McMahon 

honored Paco with a ceremony at the Sheriff’s Office in 

early February. To celebrate his retirement, Frank was 

joined by friends and co-workers at Bare Bones in Ellicott 

City. Frank joined the Sheriff’s Office 1998 shortly after 

retiring as a sergeant from the HCPD in 1998. Frank’s 

plans include a move to a new home in Delaware where 

he will enjoy his retirement.  

Another former retired HCPD officer also recently retired 

from the Sheriff’s Office. Terry “5-0” Chaney retired in 

January after twenty-one years with the Sheriff’s Office. 

Terry retired from the HCPD in August of 1994 and joined 

the Sheriff’s Office shortly after. Terry plans on enjoying 

more time with family as well as more frequent visits to 

his second home in Rehoboth Beach. Terry was my FTO 

when I first joined the HCPD. It’s good to see him finally 

slowing down and enjoy his retirement years.  

As several former HCPD retirees retire from their second 

career at the Sheriff’s Office, another recent retiree joins 

the agency. Retired HCPD Sergeant Curt Wall will join the 

Sheriff’s Office in late March. 

Many of you have worked with Don Knott over the years. 

Don, a retired Maryland State Police commander has 

been with the Sheriff’s Office for more than fifteen years, 

most recently at the rank of lieutenant. In February 

Sheriff McMahon promoted Lieutenant Knott to the rank 

of major and appointed him as his Chief Deputy. Major 

Knott has more than forty years of law enforcement 

experience, twenty of those years in command positions, 

and has lead all facets of the Sheriff’s Office during his 

tenure. The citizens of Howard County are fortunate to 

have him second in command at the Sheriff’s Office. 





HCPROA 2017 

Proposed Meeting and 

Activity Dates 

May 18 – General Meeting, Players, Woodstock, 

MD 

June 10 – “Pignic”, Patapsco State Park, 

        Pickall Area 702  

July 26 – Happy Hour, Kelsey’s, Ellicott City, MD 

August 11 – Frederick Keys Game and   

               Picnic/Fireworks - Tickets $30.00  

September 7 – General Meeting, Players,  

  Woodstock, MD 

October 14 – Bull and Oyster Roast,   

                American Legion, Sykesville, MD 

December 6 – Happy Hour, Kelsey’s 

 

  * General Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. with a 

Happy Hour prior starting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

HCPROA MEMBERSHIP DUES 

WAS DUE MARCH 1, 2017 

Members can pay their dues online 

using www.hcproa.com   

or  

by mail to HCPROA, P.O. Box 2302, 

Ellicott City, Maryland 21042  
(Please make checks payable to “HCPROA”) 

Dues - $25.00/year 
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