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Due to the need to change caterers this year we 
contracted with a company that did our first event 
when Howard Cogle was the president.  They need a 
kitchen in order to give us a good quality meal.  The 
American Legion in Sykesville does not rent their 
kitchen out because they use it several times a week 
for their bar and restaurant business.  So we had to 
move.   
 

The only location that had an open Saturday was the 
MSP Lodge in Ellicott City/Oella (The Lodge).  The 
Saturday they have open is October 21, one week 
later that the date we were originally slated 
for.  Please adjust your plans accordingly.  I apologize 
for the change but I think you will like McKinney's 
Catering and I hope that changing the date this far out 
is sufficient for planning purposes.  It will be a great 
event at a good price.  I hope to see you there.  Stay 
tuned for more information as plans are firmed up. 
 

Regards, 
 

Kemp Freund 
Vice President 

 

2017 PIGNIC 

On June 10th about sixty people, HCPROA members 

and their guests, gathered at the Pickall area of the 

Patapsco State Park to enjoy fellowship and picnic 

foods. Unlike years past, we were blessed with 

decent weather.  We were also blessed to have two 

grill masters who cooked and served burgers, 

hotdogs, and sausage with peppers. It was so nice 

not standing over a hot charcoal grill. 

As usual, many “war stories” were told, but more 

importantly, it was the “catching up” with other 

members, especially those from out of town. It was 

also quite nice to have Chief Gardner attend who 

inform some of us of current happenings at HCPD. As 

a note, it is hard to believe that HCPD has almost 500 

sworn officers. The days of knowing everybody’s 

name and unit number are long gone. 

A special thanks must be conveyed to all the 

members who devoted their time and efforts in the 

preparation for the event and especially the cleanup. 

Buy your tickets NOW! 

 
August 11, 2017 

Pre-Game 

Begins 6:00 P.M. 

 

 

Post-Game 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Zone tickets are included in all picnics. Enjoy our Carousel, Moonbounce, Speed Pitch, Carnival Games & more - 

for kids of all ages! 

Children 2 years old and younger are free but must have a ticket (available at the box office) to enter the stadium 

gates. 

Outside food and beverage are not allowed at Nymeo Field at Harry Grove Stadium. 

BEER OPTIONS FOR ALL PICNICS 

 Pre-paid Domestic Non-Microbrew 16 oz. Beer Vouchers available at $5.25 each 
 Pre-paid 12 oz. Microbrew Beer vouchers available at $5.25 each 
 Pre-paid 20 oz. Microbrew Beer vouchers available at $7.50 each 
 Three Regular domestic Beer vouchers for $12 for picnic guests 21 years and older 

  

 



 

June 16th 2017 marks the tenth anniversary of Cpl. Scott 

Wheeler’s death. As spoken by then Chief Bill McMahon 

as he addressed the gathering at Scott’s memorial 

service, and I quote, “On June 16, 2007 at about two in 

the afternoon, our world changed forever. The worst 

possible thing that can happen to a family and a police 

department, and to a community---something that all of 

us fear, happened. Your husband, your son, your brother, 

our officer, was critically injured doing his job”. Scott was 

struck by a passing vehicle while on a traffic detail on 

Route 32. He fought a good fight but succumbed to his 

injuries on June 18th. On June 22nd, the agency along with 

hundreds of other law enforcement officers, friends, and 

community laid Scott to rest in Dulaney Valley Memorial 

Gardens. Although it has been ten years, many of us 

remember it like it was yesterday. We will always 

remember him. Rest in peace 5051.  

This month’s column brings a mixture of good news and 

bad news. I’ll start with the good news. May saw the 

retirement of Mark Shiplett. Mark retired at the rank of 

sergeant after more than twenty-nine years. Mark spent 

three years with Annapolis City PD prior to coming to 

HCPD. His assignments over the years include Patrol, 

Auto Theft, Background Investigations, and Automated 

Enforcement. Mark was instrumental in coordinating the 

“CAT” program, the Departments young driver traffic 

safety initiative. His fondest memory is the swearing-in 

of his son Matt, who is also on the HCPD serving in Patrol 

at the Northern District. He says he values all the great 

sector partners and friendships he has made over the 

years. Mark will take some time to relax and enjoy his 

retirement before making any future plans.  He and his 

wife Cindy reside in Howard County and plan on staying 

in the area, at least for now.  

Another retirement in May was Pfc. Della Myers. Della 

served HCPD for more than twenty-one years. Della’s 

assignments over her career included Patrol, Youth 

Services, School Resource Officer, Central Booking, and 

Education & Training. Among Della’s many awards and 

commendations was her being named the Maryland 

Police Training Commission Instructor of the Year. 

Greg Der will be retiring very soon to assume another 

position. Greg has been president of the FOP for several 

years. I will have more information on Greg’s departure, 

where he is headed, etc. in the next issue. 

Longtime employee of the States Attorney’s Office, 

Cathie Cugle also retired in May. Cathie served for forty 

years and many of us interacted with her at one time or 

another. She has seen many HCPD officers, prosecutors, 

judges, and court employee’s come and go over the 

years. My memories of Cathie are of her always greeting 

you with a smile, always being pleasant and willing to 

help. We wish her well in her much-deserved retirement. 

Unfortunately, some sad news to report. Long time 

Auxiliary Officer Herb Michael passed away on May 22nd. 

Herb had a vibrant, outgoing personality that was 

contagious and was well known and respected within the 

HCPD. He served the HCPD for twenty years 

accumulating more than 27,000 volunteer hours. Herb 

was a Navy veteran serving aboard the USS Midway. He 

went to work with the SHA after leaving the Navy and 

later went to work for State Farm Insurance where he 

worked for thirty-eight years before retiring in 1995. He 

started as an Auxiliary Officer the next year. An athlete 

in his younger days, Herb was a running back for 

Polytechnic High School in Baltimore and boxed as a 

middleweight while in the Navy. Herb enjoyed spending 

time at his condo Ocean City with his wife, Grace who 

passed away in 2013. He was a man of special wisdom 

and experience and I thoroughly enjoyed my frequent 

conversations with him over the years.  Rest in peace 

Auxiliary 25. 

Retired HCPD Officer Dan Levere passed away on April 

30th. Dan was a member of Academy 13 and retired in 

April of 1999. Dan leaves behind seven children and two 

grandchildren. 

Sadly, former HCPD employee Dennis Wise passed away 

recently. Dennis served as the Duty Officer at the 

Southern District from 2000-2013. Dennis served with 

and retired from the Baltimore City Police Department 

prior to his tenure with HCPD. 

An old friend of HCPD, retired State Trooper Don 

Newcomer, passed away in April. Don, who was born and 

raised in West friendship was known for his quick wit and 

humor. He served the Maryland State Police from 1964 

to 1991, mainly at the Westminster Barrack.  

If you have any news, happenings, stories, or information 

that would be of interest to all of our retirees please let 

me know and I can get it out to everyone in the column. 

By Tim Branning 
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Special Thanks to the 2017 “PIG-NIC” Staff 

 


